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Sirhati-RFK cbiichisions challenged 


Ten years after Robert 
Kennedy’s assassination, 
_ there are new cfaalle^es 
to official conclusions 
- about his death and his 
■killer. 

Was- Sirhan Sirhan a 
“Manchurian Candi- 
date," part of a right- 
wing conspiracy? Were 
ballistics reports misin- 
terpreted? Was there a- 
second gun? Was there 
an ofSciai “cover-up" of 
many aspects of the- 
. investigation by the law 
enforcement establish- 
ment? 

NOT ALL the ques- 
tions are new, but now 
they are addressed in 
.tonjuncrion with new 
background and informa- 
lion in a 395-page book. 
"The Assassination of 
Robert F. Kennedy: A 
Searching Look at the 
Conspiracy and Cover- 
up,” by William W. 
Turner and Jonn Chris- 
tian. 

Pubiisbed by Random 
House and due in book- 
stores Friday, the book is 
:.be product of 10 years of 
.’•esearch and writing by 
^ ex-FBI agent and a 
former ABC newsman. It 
is also the product of 18 


months of investigation 
by Random House’s le^ 
division prior to publira- 
tion. 

And even though it’s 
not available yet, the 
book is already, contro- 
versiaL 

Attorney Vincent Bu- 
giiosi. the Manson trial 
prosecutor, said this week 
that “I was told S^t 1 
that Los Angeles District 
Attorn^ John Van de-, 
Kamp; is ‘really upset 
.about the book.’ ” • 

Attorn.ey Robert. 
•Joiing; former president 
•of tho American Academy 
of Forensics Sciences 
calls the book “a formida- 
ble grand jury presenta- 
tion in book form- . . . 
warrantii^ immediate re- 
examination of the entire 
issue at highest levels , of 
the United States govern- 
ment” ' 

WHAT prompts the 
controversy? 

The authors cite ballis- 
tics reports showing that 
' there were more than 
• eight bullets fired, aqd 
therefore, more .than one 
.gun fired. They cite bal- 
listics reports on unre- 
conciled differences in 
markings and residue in 
the Sirhan gun. 

Tnere are statements 


about Thane Cesar, a pri- 
vate security guard at 
Kennedy’s side, who drew 
a gun when the shots 
began, and statements 
about a girl m a polka-dot 
dress . whom witnesses 
placed' at the shooting 
scene and then outside 
the hotel yelling, “We 
shot him. We shot 
Kennedy.” 

'There is a strange story 
of a- right-wing preacher 
named Jerry Owen who 
had known Sirhan prior 
to the assassination, then 
denied, it the day of the 
footing: when he gave- 
Sirhan a ride to the 
Ambassador Hotel. 

THERE are two chap; 
ters on the “Mancfamiah 
Candidate" theory and 
the statement by Dr. 
Simson -Kallas, chief of 
the San Quentin psycho- 
logical testing team: “Sir- 
han was a potential Man- 
churian Candidate. He 
was prepared by some- 
one. He was hypnotized 
by someone. . . .” 

There is a chapter on a 
possible “programmer,” a 
man who boasted of 
hypnotizing the Boston 
Strangier and James Earl 
Ray, a man who was 
found dead under mys- 
terious circumstances in 


Las Vegas last year; 

'There are details of the 
direction of the Los An- 
geles Police Department’s 
top secret SUS investiga- 
tion by an officer who 
had CIA connections. 

All these fly in the face 
of the official conclusions 
which have not changed 
since Sirhan’s conviction 
in 1969: he acted, alone* 
fired eight shots from his; 
gun, timee of which hit 
Kennwly. 

THE fact that the 
coroner’s report said the 
fatal shots were fired 
from- behind Kennedy 
and that Sirhan was in 
front of him has not 
altered that official c.oa- 
clusion. Nor has the 
emergence of FBI photos 
of bullet holes, in the 
kitchen serring 'area ot 
the Ambassador Hotel 
where Kennedy met his 
death. 

.Neither have two 
.subsequent hearings dur- 
ing which part of the rasp 
has been aired. One. 
called by Los Angeles 
County Supervisor Bax- 
ter Ward in 1974, ex- 
plored the “two-fun” 
theory and ended with 
what Christian calls a 
"wnitewasn of a cover- 
up." The other was a 


anetfi 

1975 dvil action in \riiicb 
Bughosi defended teievi- 
sion station KCOP 
against a $l-.4 million 
libel action filed by Owen 
who claimed an official i 
there said Owen was in- 
volved in Kennedy’s, 
death. ■ . ,■ 

That endedt in- a $.30;- 
W damage judgment to.. 
Owen but not before^ Bu- 
giiosi had introduced ev^ 
dence- of Owen’s= 
acquaintance with Sirhan 
long before the. assassina-- 
tion. 

These are tips of 
irebergs in the- chifling- 
picture drawn by Turner 
and Christian; 

The- two men met in 
19fi8 after pursuing their 
own separate inquiries 
into the assassination of 
President John Kennedy. 



